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working with JWD

Our Philosophy
We are dedicated to honest professionalism, intellectual curiosity 
and innovation in design.  A building’s inhabitants… its users, 
residents, operators, and workers, have differing needs and 
expectations for their environment. Efficiency, comfort, durability, 
and beauty are often considered to be at odds with one another. 
We believe in resolving these conflicts, and that pragmatic and 
provocative new architectural forms are being energized by the 
forward-looking theories that each individual client brings to the 
design process.

Architecture
With over 30 years of professional experience specializing in the 
design of skilled nursing facilities, assisted living facilities, rehab and 
healthcare facilities, and commercial, educational and residential 
projects, JW Design works with clients to provide appropriate 
and required services for each individual project. Our full service 
Architectural team has expertise in zoning, State regulations, Fire 
Marshal and Health Department requirements and building codes. 
We offer creative solutions to each design challenge and provide 
accurate and essential information to each client.

We provide master planning and phased construction possibilities, 
priding ourselves on plans that maintain operations with minimal 
disruption to your ongoing business. Our office maintains a close 
relationship with a team of design consultants including Electrical, 
Mechanical, Structural and Civil Engineers, Landscape Architects, 
Lighting and Acoustical Designers, and a Commercial Kitchen 
specialist.

Interior Design
JW Design has considerable know-how in what it takes to sculpt a 
beautiful space. We believe in creating functional and meaningful 
environments that reflect each client’s desires and wishes. To that 
end, we will work within any budget, however modest or expansive, 
to exceed your expectations.

Joseph Wronski
Principal

Hello!
The architects and interior designers of JWD 
offer both the creative insight and the technical 
expertise you’ll need to bring a project from 
initial concept to completion.
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Planning
Analysis of the client’s business, brand and culture
Ongoing improvement recommendations and programs
Expansion and renovation analysis
Programming analysis
Master planning
Site review + analysis
Feasibility studies

Design + Imaging
Conceptual design development
Conceptual space planning
Preliminary budget development
Sketches and renderings
3D modeling and animations

Architecture + Interior Design
Code + zoning research
Systems analysis and integration
Scheduling
Bid management, review + analysis
Consultant coordination
Construction documents
Construction observation
Construction administration
Furniture, fixtures + equipment specification
Signage + wayfinding
Graphic design
Accessorization
Experiential design
Seasonal programming + implementation

Project Services
Post-occupancy evaluation
Facility assessment reports
Evacuation + life safety plans
Due diligence reports

CORE SERVICES
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As a distant exurb of Detroit and the university 
town of Ann Arbor, the Village of Pinckney is 
known for its small-town charm and the quiet 
beauty of surrounding lakes, parks and forests. 
Located adjacent to the central business district 
and nestled among residential neighborhoods, 
this new 100-bed short-term rehabilitation facility 
was built to serve the local community and the 
surrounding region. With an expansive rehabilitation 
suite, a wellness spa and salon, and an integrated 
Starbucks, the amenities and planning reflect the 
owner’s progressive philosophy of care. Design 
ideals focused on guest comfort and pleasure 
as well as optimization for staffing needs and 
operational requirements. Design processes 
were strongly influenced by the analysis and 
implementation of trends in hotel, restaurant, and 
leisure environments.

Location: Pinckney, Michigan
Type: Skilled Nursing Facility
Completed: 2016
Size: 63,500 sq ft new construction

FROM STREET TO SUITE
We looked at every possible moment 
contained in a guest or a visitor’s path, 
from the approaching road through 
the front door to the guest quarters. 
We envisioned a seamless hospitality 
experience from street to suite. 

Details
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Material selections, lighting, ceiling 
heights, furniture, plantings, and 
spatial relationships express an 
atmosphere familiar to patrons of 
hotels, restaurants and resorts. 
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The therapy suite is a 
large space with the 
hustle and bustle of 20-
25 guests and therapists 
at any given hour. 

The equipment, activity and chatter can 
cause quite a din that makes conversation 
and charting difficult, and fatigues the 
ears of the staff who may endure this for 
8 hours at a stretch.  We noted this loud 
condition in similar facilities, and designed 
a ceiling configuration that includes an 
integrated acoustic panel system that 
controls noise and reverberation. It has 
the added benefit of looking great!
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A high percentage of guests arrive in 
wheelchairs following a hospital stay or 
procedure. It was noted that the door to 
the resident bathroom was a key area of 
material failure due to impact, and it was 
often exacerbated by material transitions 
and moisture from the shower area. We 
designed a system that coordinated 
moisture-resistant wall and corner 
protection with an integrated sliding 
wood and glass door system. This design 
solution was a full wrap wall panel that 
became a protective door casing. It also 
resolved a key transition between tile 
and carpet, is aesthetically pleasing, and 
coordinates with decorative elements 
in guest rooms and corridors.  No more 
stick-on vinyl corner guards! This is just 
one example of the minutiae we analyzed, 
but it will pay dividends for the facility well 
into the future.
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The building evokes transitional residential styling 
in its form and material selections, harmonizing with 
nearby domestic architecture as suggested by the 
City of Novi’s community development department. 
Great care went into analyzing and protecting the 
existing habitat of an endangered bat that roosts 
on the property.  The owner committed significant 
funding to a ½ mile bike path that traverses a 
wooded portion of the site as part of the city’s 
master plan for a network of paths.

Location: Novi, Michigan
Type: Skilled Nursing Facility + Rehabilitation Center
Completed: 2014
Size: 67,000 sq ft new construction

DOMESTIC BLISS
Located in a rural corner of Novi, 
Michigan, the transitionally-designed 
building is sited near scenic woodlands 
and wetlands, and is adjacent to a 
regional medical center.

Details
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Inside, spaces and programming 
elements are inspired by modern 
hospitality environments rather than 
common institutional nursing homes. 
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Colorful lights, soaring 
ceilings, and views of 
protected nature preserves...

Dining is available in a variety of settings, 
including a central coffee house, restaurant-
quality dining rooms, and room service. 
Therapeutic treatment areas include a pool, 
salon, massage room and sauna, in addition 
to a light-filled therapy gym. The challenge of 
designing and building a facility that matched 
the owner’s philosophy of care while meeting 
the city’s prescriptive requirements was achieved 
through the well-coordinated efforts of the 
architect, contractor and the entire planning 
and development team.  As the facility opened 
in 2014, positive social, environmental and 
economic impacts were realized, and continue to 
grow on a local and regional level.
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When the WellBridge Group tasked us with 
designing a new 124-bed skilled nursing facility, 
we looked to historic local architecture, charming 
orchards, rural landscapes, and subtle interior 
detailing in order to blend into a strong existing 
community fabric.  With a rehab suite, a wellness 
spa, and an integrated Starbucks at WB’s Bistro, the 
interior amenities and planning reflect the cutting 
edge delivery inherent in the owner’s philosophy of 
care.

Location: Romeo, Michigan
Type: Skilled Nursing Facility + Rehab Center
Completed: 2015
Size: 81,500 sq ft new construction

FARMHOUSE FANTASTIQUE
Tucked in a neighborhood, next to a 
regional walking trail, amongst the 
scents of peach and apple blossoms...

Details
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new construction

Details and colors abound on all 
surfaces, striking a blend of modern 
form and traditional material.
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Resident rooms are well 
appointed, and laid out with 
both personal comfort and 
staff efficiency in mind.
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WellBridge of Brighton is an 88-bed skilled 
nursing facility sited on a quiet plot of land in 
Genoa Township, Michigan. Amenities include 
a spa and salon, an advanced therapy and 
rehabilitation suite, and a bistro, complete with 
Starbucks service. Natural materials, textures 
and color schemes are featured throughout the 
public areas and resident suites, with abundant 
natural light and landscaped courtyards 
providing connections to exterior views and 
outdoor therapy equipment patios.

Location: Brighton, Michigan
Type: Skilled Nursing Facility + Rehab Center
Completed: 2013
Size: 65,000 sq ft new construction

GRASSY RETREAT
Perched atop a hill, this rehab 
centric facility is like a quiet 
boutique resort in the country.

Details
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new construction

Arrival and check-out areas,
the spacious rehab gym, and luxe 
dining rooms enable a positive 
mental mindset during a short term 
physical rehabilitation.
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Hospitality, not hospitals, is 
a key design motivator.

With a focus on hospitality-quality 
spaces, furnishings, and services, 
this facility has quickly become 
the preeminent rehabilitation 
destination of its area.
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Strong tans and muted reds are a recurring 
thematic element, from the architecture and wall 
coverings to the art and furniture. The facility is 
currently 100 beds, although the site and building 
layouts allow for one additional wing to be added in 
the future.

Location: Rochester Hills, Michigan
Type: Skilled Nursing Facility + Rehab Center
Completed: 2015
Size: 64,000 sq ft new construction

BRICK AND MORTAR
Nestled into a 10-acre suburban site, 
this facility looks to Prairie School 
design motifs and an organic interior 
palette to reflect a caring environment.

Details
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The bistro has a fully 
operational Starbucks 
alongside serving areas. 

The large central bistro space 
serves as the hub of activity 
throughout the day, with quiet 
lounges and day spaces tucked 
further into wings near resident 
corridors. 
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A generous lobby and 
reception space is filled 
with light, artwork, and 
plantscape.

Although resident rooms are 
predominantly private, innovative 
layouts were implemented 
with the semi-private rooms in 
order to maximize privacy while 
allowing views to the outdoors 
from each bed.  



www.jwdstudio.com

new construction

Fenton is known for its historic architecture, a 
burgeoning dining and shopping district, and the 
beauty of its surrounding lakes, parks and forests. 
Planned in tandem with the Rochester Hills 
facility, this building shares a similar layout and 
architectural features, albeit with unique twists in 
key areas. A strong geometric motif is evident in the 
interior appointments. Playfully angled walls, sloped 
ceilings and arched passages add drama to interior 
spaces that flow from grand halls to intimate day 
spaces through the building’s public ways. 

CIRCLES + SQUARES
In the eclectic town of Fenton, 
Michigan, The WellBridge Group 
purchased a wooded plot of land as a 
part of a planned unit development.  

Location: Fenton, Michigan
Type: Skilled Nursing Facility + Rehab Center
Completed: 2015
Size: 65,000 sq ft new construction

Details
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Circles and squares 
are broadcast 
though wall 
coverings, light 
fixtures, tile patterns 
and window 
muntins.
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Quiet resident corridors 
are tucked around 
corners, leading to 
resident suites that look 
and feel like a modern 
hotel room. Staff support 
areas like medicine 
rooms, janitor closets 
and linen storage are 
dispersed throughout 
the wings, reducing the 
need for noisy carts 
and unnecessary traffic 
through public spaces. 
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On the edge of the quaint town of Armada, 
Michigan, this facility addition was developed 
as a licensed adult foster care operation as 
a component of a continuing care retirement 
community. The project consists of 16 full-size 
apartments, connected to an existing assisted living 
complex. The community and apartment layout are 
designed to meet the needs of a higher functioning 
independent living people desiring a home where 
there is a sense of community and friendship.  
Features include central commons spaces and 
lounges, a community laundry room, a wellness 
center and a dedicated activities room.  Touches 
of hospitality evoke an extended stay hotel, with 
a combination of private residential comforts and 
shared amenities. Warm natural materials, forest 
views and cozy spaces provide a pleasant setting 
for the independent-minded senior citizens of the 
area.

Location: Armada, Michigan
Type: Independent + Assisted Living Facility
Completed: 2015
Size: 16,800 SF sq ft addition

VILLAGE VALUES
This 16-bed addition to an existing 
assisted living facility provides an 
independent living solution for the 
senior citizens of the area.

Details
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Material selections, lighting, ceiling 
heights, furniture, and spatial 
relationships express an atmosphere 
familiar to patrons of extended stay 
hotels.
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RENOVATIONS + ADDITIONS
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renovations + additions

This operation has three levels of care: short term 
rehabilitation, long term medically-complex care, 
and dementia care.  Households in the long-term 
areas were designed with person-centered planning 
and services. A traditional front door stems from 
the main public areas. This provides an entrance 
experience similar to that of a private residence. 
Services are provided in each household near a 
service hub in an adjacent area. Amenities for daily 
living are provided in each neighborhood.

Location: Montrose, Michigan
Type: Skilled Nursing Facility
Completed: 2012
Size: 54,000 sq ft addition + renovation
Financing: Private equity, construction loan,
conventional mortgage

QUAINT IN THE COUNTRY
The concept for this large addition 
and renovation was developed in 
conjunction with staff members, 
administrators, families, residents and 
the local community. 

Details

Existing Entry

Existing Courtyard
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Flexibility in space programming 
offers many possible dining 
arrangements. Each household has 
living rooms, dining rooms, a kitchen, 
a laundromat and a game room. This 
variety of spaces is intended to foster 
a closer personal relationship between 
residents and staff.

Warm interior finishes 
and appointments, varied 
ceiling heights and plenty 
of seating options allow 
for everything from a cozy 
conversation to a large 
family wedding.



www.jwdstudio.com

renovations + additions

As the old advertising slogan goes: “You never get a 
second chance to make a first impression.”  MediLodge 
of Monroe was in need a new first impression. With a 
6,600 square foot entry addition and exterior renovations, 
an admissions area was designed to welcome the first 
time visitor, offering a respite from trying times for 
family members and their loved ones. We also fashioned 
an inviting and generous addition for physical and 
occupational therapy, as well as new reception and day 
dining spaces. Courtyards were improved with indigenous 
plantings, colors, textures and walking paths.

Location: Monroe, Michigan
Type: Skilled Nursing Facility
Completed: 2010
Size: 6,600 sq ft addition + renovation
Financing: Private equity, construction loan, 
conventional mortgage

A NEW FIRST IMPRESSION
A new main entry and admissions area 
was designed to embrace the first time 
visitor, offering a familiar and comfortable 
experience for residents and their families. 

Details

Existing EntryExisting Courtyard
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Comfortable sitting areas, 
abundant natural light, and a 
new therapy gym breathed 
life into an aging facility.

A new reservations 
desk emulates 
hospitality, not 
hospitals, while a 
therapy gym offers 
the experience of a 
fitness center.
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This skilled nursing facility near Port Huron is being 
thoroughly renovated in three phases while the building 
remains in operation.  With the first phase and second 
phases totaling 35,000 square feet already complete, 
renovations continue in remaining resident areas. A 
new Java Lodge coffee shop, a salon and a main entry 
renovation and addition will be complete in 2016.

Location: Fort Gratiot, Michigan
Type: Skilled Nursing Facility
Completed: 2013-2016
Size: 55,000 sq ft addition + renovation
Financing: Private equity, construction loan, 
conventional mortgage

IT’S JUST A PHASE 
This new main entry and a central Java 
Lodge was designed to bring light, activity, 
and the scent of freshly brewed coffee 
right to the heart of an existing facility’s 
busy intersections.

Details

Existing Entry

Proposed Entry

A Work in Progress
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Serving kitchens are located 
throughout the building, 
bringing fresh food closer to 
residents and while caregivers 
remain engaged and on unit.

Programmable lighting 
levels, custom room 
signage, and nature based 
artwork lend a quiet, 
calming mood to the 
resident room corridors.
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We designed an entry façade that projects a new identity 
while screening existing rooftop mechanical units. 
The architectural work was framed by fresh plantings, 
resulting in an entirely new experience from arrival to 
check in within the new lobby.

A large flat-screen TV, a built-in desk and individual 
temperature control is standard in each resident suite. 
Quiet, relaxing and restful space been achieved through 
special sound-attenuating construction techniques and 
a discreet wireless nurse call system. Two new wings 
comprise 68 beds as part of an ongoing effort to refresh 
the entire facility.

Location: Taylor, Michigan
Type: Skilled Nursing Facility
Completed: 2015
Size: 27,000 sq ft addition + renovation
Financing: Private equity, conventional mortgage

FRONT DOOR REVIVAL
This facility, located on a busy city road, 
had a diminutive street presence due to 
an overgrown landscape and an outdated 
architectural design.  

Details

Existing Street View



www.jwdstudio.com

renovations + additions

A soothing fireplace 
and sitting area greets 
the first time visitor. 

Each fully furnished suite is 
designed to accentuate the 
comfort and wellness of 
residents, with an emphasis 
on hospitality, warm colors 
and material selections 
inspired by nature. 
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The Redies Center for Rehabilitation & Healthy 
Living provided a unique opportunity to transform 
unused space at Saint Joseph Mercy Saline 
Hospital. Adjacent to Evangelical Homes of 
Michigan, the expanded rehabilitation services 
meet the needs of older adults in Ann Arbor and 
the surrounding communities. The expansion 
includes a 54-bed post-acute rehabilitation wing 
and Wellness Center, along with post-acute skilled 
nursing and medical care.  Our scope of work 
included interior design.

AHEAD OF THE CURVE
A revitalized building with an uplifting 
contemporary environment, state of 
the art therapy equipment and material 
selections that promote a philosophy of 
wholebeing, health and life-balance.

Details

Existing Dining Existing Front Desk

Location: Saline, Michigan
Type: Skilled Nursing Facility
Completed: 2012
Size: 26,000 sq ft renovation
Financing: Private equity, conventional mortgage
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A sundries cafe is available 
between regular meal 
services, and has proven 
popular as an informal 
meeting area for both 
residents and staff.

The fitness gym area includes the latest 
fitness equipment, stabilization tools, and 
balance enhancement equipment in a 
light-filled space overlooking the adjacent 
Courtyard with outdoor walking paths and 
fitness stations. A hydrotherapy pool is offered 
for patients to take advantage of a warm salt 
water aquatic therapy program. Adjacent to 
the Fitness Gym and Physical Therapy Center 
are additional areas housing equipment that 
strengthens the upper body and creates 
improved fine motor skills.
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With the first of five phases of interior renovation 
complete, this existing facility is poised to offer the 
highest quality physical and rehabilitation therapy 
services. A nineteen bed wing has been fully 
repurposed and converted to skilled nursing private 
rooms focused on short term rehabilitation.

The remaining phases will continue to transform the 
facility to offer culture change within the full
spectrum of resident-centered care. The addition of a 
private day space and conversion of the resident rooms 
will give the hospice neighborhood the ability to better 
serve its patients and provide the privacy and comfort 
critical to residents and their families.

Location: Midland, Michigan
Type: Skilled Nursing Facility
Completed: 2011 (phase 2)
Size: 42,000 renovation (all phases)
Financing: Private equity, conventional mortgage

REFRESHED AND READY
This facility will be completely transformed 
and positioned to provide state-of-the-art, 
resident-centered services that are critical 
to a vibrant aging population.

Details

Existing Day Room

Existing Corridor


